
Prescription Drug Drop Box 
In response to the growing demand for a safe and convenient method to dispose of 

household prescription medications; La Crosse County law enforcement agencies have recently 
installed prescription medication drop boxes at the La Crosse, Holmen, Onalaska, Bangor, West 
Salem and Campbell police stations and the Sheriff’s Department.  The prescription medication 
drop boxes were a recommendation from the Heroin and Other Illicit Drug Task Force as a 
means to reduce access to prescription drugs and reducing inappropriate prescription drugs use in 
La Crosse County. The prescription drug boxes will allow residents to safely dispose of any 
unused, unwanted or expired prescription drugs during normal business hours in a safe and easy 
way.   

The three basic rules when disposing your prescription drugs: 

1. ONLY prescription and over-the-counter medications PILL or PATCH form are 
accepted ( no liquids, needles,  or drug paraphernalia) 

2. BLACK out your name (optional) but leave medication identification label on 
container 

3. Place ORIGINAL container into the drop box located at local police department 

Police officers will check the drop boxes regularly, collect the contents, and prepare for disposal 
in a manner that is eco-friendly and in accordance with Federal and State laws. 

This program not only deters the usage of prescription drugs by unintended parties, it also helps 
to protect the environment by proper disposal.   Prescription medication abuse has been a 
significant problem in La Crosse County and across the country for many years. These drop 
boxes are intended to prevent drug abuse and addiction by reducing the amount of excess 
medication in the community. According to a 2012 Monitoring the Future survey, prescription 
and over-the-counter drugs are among the most commonly abused drugs by 12th-graders, after 
alcohol, marijuana and tobacco. 

The La Crosse County Heroin Task Force believes the prescription drop boxes are just one step 
toward reducing the amount of prescription drug abuse in our communities and are optimistic 
that citizens take full advantage of this program.  La Crosse County law enforcement agencies 
strive to be proactive in enhancing public safety and saving lives.  

The prescription drop boxes were obtained as a grant from the National Association of Drug 
Diversion Investigators (NADDI) in collaboration with the La Crosse County Prevention 
Network. 

 


